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AIRPORT ANGELS
Students deliver "Blessing Bags" to area cancer patients

 Dennis Wagasy will always 
remember the Life Savers. 
 Although showered with 
various items from blankets to gift cards, 
Mr. Wagasy, a patient of the ProMedica 
Monroe Cancer Center who recently 
completed treatment, said he smiled 
most when he found a pack of the fruity 
hard candies in a care package donated 
by Airport High School students. 
 Throughout November, more 
than 70 high school students involved in 

Interact Club worked together to collect 
comfort items to distribute to local can-
cer patients as part of the Airport Angels 
“Blessing Bags” program, according to 
Traci Hopper, AHS teacher and Inter-
act advisor. 
 The annual service project is a 
favorite among students who spend time 
donating, selecting and packaging...

See ANGELS, 
Page 14

SHOP WITH A HERO
District provides Christmas to more than 20 families in need

 One child asked 
for arts and crafts supplies. 
Another wished for baby 
doll accessories. Yet another 
requested items for hunting 
and fishing. 
 Airport Communi-
ty Schools granted the Christ-

mas wishes — and fulfilled 
some additional needs — of 
more than 20 district families 
in need of holiday cheer this 
season. 
 As part of the 
annual “Shop With a Hero” 
program, the district teamed 

up with area police and fire 
personnel to surprise families 
with holiday presents amid 
flashing lights and sirens.  
 From Peppa Pig to 
Legos to winter boots, Airport 
Community Schools raised 
funds to shop, wrap and deliv-

er both the wants and needs 
of district students in elemen-
tary through high school and 
their younger siblings who 
haven’t reached school age.
 They were deliv-
ered to families Dec. 17 at 
Meijer in Monroe, another 
partner agency of the “Shop 
With a Hero” program. 
 “It was great to 
be able to partner with first 
responder agencies to give 
back to our families during 
the holiday season,” said 
Sarah Kershaw, district 
system support specialist who 
volunteered to distribute gifts. 
“I enjoyed working side-by-
side with colleagues to shop, 
wrap and hand out presents to 
families as they drove through 
during the drop-off event.”   
 The district’s 
Counseling and Restorative 
Practice teams — including 
Crystal Morse, Jenny Fran-
cisco, Livia Kleinow, Linda 
Kunitz and Claire William-
son — worked to identify 
district families in need... 

See HEROES, 
Page 2

COMMUNITY 
REACTIONS 

"What a wonderful 
thing to do. So proud 

of our Jet families 
and our community 

for always going 
above and beyond."  

—Brenda 
Ciersezwski

"So proud to be a Jet 
and call these people 
my coworkers, my 

friends." —Jan 
Marie Linenfelser

"Most impressive. 
Nice to know we 
have such great 
people in our 

community." —Jane 
Christine Green 

Kimmel

"God Bless all 
involved." —Steven 

Jordan

"This is so great!" 
—Danita 

Chapa Salo



  Public schools around the country have received a significant influx of state and federal grant 
funds related to dealing with the COVID pandemic. Airport Community Schools has worked very hard 
to utilize these grant funds in ways that will impact students and our district in the most effective and 
efficient way possible.
 The additional funds the district has received have allowed us to provide additional staff and 
programs to address learning loss and credit recovery during the school year and also provide a robust 
summer school program for all grade levels. We have been able to invest in much needed equipment 
and supplies to support learning and programs that enhance the educational experience for our stu-
dents. Funding has also allowed us to expand support for students and the social/emotional needs that 
have accompanied this pandemic. The additional money is making a difference.
 In addition to providing immediate support for our school community, the Airport Board of 
Education has recently supported some exciting facility projects to support our rise in enrollment and 
additional programs we offer for our students. A new parent pick-up and drop-off parking lot project 
at Eyler Elementary School will begin this spring. This will address an ongoing safety concern, as 
the number of vehicles in the morning and afternoon continues to increase driving hazards on roads 
surrounding the building. 
 The district is also adding six new classrooms to Sterling Ele-
mentary School to allow additional sections of elementary grade levels 
across the district.  These rooms will be equipped to accommodate early 
childhood classes to assist in housing our growing early-childhood pro-
grams. 
 We also are investing in our present buildings by adding some 
new windows in areas that were not able to be addressed with past bond 
funds. We are always investing to improve our energy efficiency in order 
to keep costs to a minimum.
 Enrollment is rising, and programs and support continue to be 
added at Airport Schools. The investment in today and tomorrow is excit-
ing and an expectation for the students, staff and community that Airport Schools serves.
 We have included drawings later in this Jet Gazette edition to illustrate the exciting plans for 
the major projects that will be happening around the district, thanks to the wise investment of addi-
tional funds.

—John Krimmel, Superintendent 
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Investment for now and the future

HEROES 
Continued from Page 1

... and create Christmas wish lists. 
 With help from the district’s 
Central and Business Office staffs, the 
Jets hit the aisles of Meijer in search 
of toys, winter clothing and other gifts 
from the students’ wish lists. 
 The Counseling and Restor-
ative teams were supported by Supt. 
John Krimmel; Ryan Irwin, Director 
of Educational Services; Ryan Duvall, 
Director of Instructional and Special 
Education Support; Nick Armela-
gos, Chief Financial Officer; Andrea 
Heiden, Director of Human Resources; 
Kari Begeman, Payroll Specialist; and 
Sharon Souva, Administrative Assistant 
to the Superintendent. 

 After the shopping extrava-
ganza, Central Office transformed into 
Santa’s Workshop, where items were 
wrapped in preparation for delivery. 
 On Dec. 17, flashing police 
and fire lights lined the Meijer entrance, 
paving the way for a parade of families 
to caravan past an Airport Community 
Schools’ school bus and numerous po-
lice, fire and medical personnel.   
 The district delivered Christ-
mas cheer alongside the Michigan State 
Police, Monroe County Sheriff’s Office, 
Monroe Community Ambulance, several 
area fire departments and other first 
responder agencies. 
 In addition to Shop With a 
Hero, Airport High School counseling 
staff — Shawna Mann and Heather 
Woelkers — worked with student groups 

to adopt 18 families for Christmas.
 “We provided items like 
coats, boots, shoes, hats, gloves, bedding, 
toys, gift cards, hair products and 
makeup,” said Mrs. Woelkers. “Students 
from the Interact Club, led by teacher 
Traci Hopper, wrapped all the gifts 
during lunches.” Other 2021 donations 
to Airport came from Hope Farms, 
DTE Trombly Warehouse, Carleton 
Rotary Club, American Legion Post 66, 
Thrivent Financial, Northside Bar and 
Grill, AJF Inc. and area families.
 “Thank you to all of our 
staff members and generous community 
partners who donated time and money 
to make the holiday special for our 
students," Mr. Krimmel said. “We are 
continuously in awe of our generous 
community and proud to be Jets.” 

RENDERINGS
INSIDE 

For drawings of the 
Sterling Elementary 

School addition of six 
new classrooms, go to 

Page 4.



Awards & Accolades
From the communications department
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Nov.

Gail 
Schmidt

Eyler

TEACHERS OF 
THE MONTH
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Dec.

Corinne 
Bolster

AHS

Nov.

Tori
Hall
Wagar

AIDES OF 
THE MONTH

Dec.

Michelle
Allegro

Ritter

 An Airport High School se-
nior earned third place in a countywide 
scholarship contest based on history. 
 Kali Wickenheiser won $75 
from the Nancy DeGraff-Toll Chapter of 
the Daughters of 
the American Rev-
olution, Monroe 
County's branch 
of the national 
organization, for 
her application 
based on service, 
leadership, patrio-
tism and other factors. Kali was named 
Miss DAR as part of Airport Community 
Schools' homecoming festivities earlier 
this year.  
 The scholarship submis-
sions were reviewed and scored by 
the group's Good Citizens Committee, 
according to Susan Fortney, committee 
chair.  
 "The Good Citizens Com-
mittee was impressed with of all essays 
that were submitted," Fortney said. "The 
quality of student work was impressive 
and a reflection of the quality education 
provided by Monroe County Schools." 
 The Monroe County, Nancy 
DeGraff-Toll, Chapter was founded in 
1922. In 1934, The DAR Good Citizens 
National Program was created to recog-
nize and reward high school seniors who 
possess good citizenship qualities. 
 There were 12 local schools 
invited to participate in this year's 
contest, and submissions were reviewed 
based on an essay entry, along with the 
applicants' dependability, community 
service, leadership and patriotism. 
 Along with a $75 check, Kali 
received a frameable certificate, DAR 
Good Citizens card, DAR lapel pin and a 
thank you letter for her participation. 
 The National Society of the 
DAR, was founded in 1890. The DAR 
is a nonprofit, non-political volunteer 
women's service organization dedicated to 
promoting patriotism, preserving Amer-
ican history and encouraging children's 
education. 
 Today's DAR members fund 
local scholarships, promote historic 
restoration and lead volunteer projects in 
their communities. 
 The group boasts more than 
165,000 members in 3,000 chapters 
across the U.S. and internationally. 

DAR AWARD 
AHS senior wins 

scholarship after being 
named Miss DAR

WINNING WELDERS
 Airport High School 
welding students claimed eight of 
the top ten spots in the Local 25 
Ironworkers Regional Competi-
tion in November.  
 Mr. Chase Dowler, 
welding instructor, took more 
than 50 welders to the Ironwork-
ers training facility in Wixom to 
compete. 
 Each participant 
received 1.5 hours to complete 

their weldment, with the Top 
10 earning awards. The winning 
AHS students were: 

1. Ben Estep, 10th grade
2. Griffin Linn, 12th grade
3. Davis Leigh, 11th grade
4. Bryce Vance, 12th grade
5. Madison Bruck, 11th grade
6. Brock Souva, 11th grade
7. Dylan Searfoss, 11th grade
8. Vincent Lee, 9th grade

STATE HONORS CHOIR
 Airport High School 
junior Jaselyn "Jazzy" Porter, 
a Varsity Voices member, partic-
ipated in the Michigan School 
Vocal Music Association's recent 
Regional Honors Choir event. 
 Held in December 
at Monroe High School, Jazzy 
was one of 82 students from 29 
schools in southeast Michigan. 
 "At the event, she re-
hearsed music that she prepared 
by herself, participated in a per-
formance with other top choir 
students, and she auditioned and 
was accepted to advance in the 
honors choir program," said Mr. 
Max Trombley, Choir Director 

and State Honors Choir Coordi-
nator. 
 As a result of her ac-
ceptance into the state program, 
Jazzy also was invited to sing on 
stage Jan. 29 at the DeVos Per-
formance Hall in Grand Rapids 
during the Michigan Music 
Conference, sponsored by the 
Michigan School Vocal Music 
Association. This conference 
was attended by Mr. Trombley, 
additional Airport music teach-
ers and many other instructors 
throughout the state. 
 "This is truly a very 
special honor," Mr. Trombley 
explained.  
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Sterling Addition
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Instructional Spotlight
From the communication's department 

 In 2026, Elyse Wickenheiser will walk 
across Airport High School’s stage at graduation. 
 While most students dream of the day 
they’ll move from one side of the stage to the other, 
Elly’s goal represents much more than accepting 
her diploma. It, quite literally, represents her abili-
ty to physically walk across the graduates’ stage. 
 For a survivor of childhood cancer that 
resulted in years of chemotherapy, radiation, nu-
merous pokes and prods and, ultimately, paralysis, 
walking is a true culmination of Elly’s triumphant 
battle against acute lymphoblastic leukemia. 
 Combined with her pride for returning 
to school after treatment pulled her away, taking 
steps toward a diploma appears to be a fitting 
achievement for years spent battling cancer while 
also fighting to maintain a reputable grade point 
average.  
 Although no one can predict the future, 
especially as it relates to health, Elly, 13, has shown 
remarkable progress from the day she woke up in a 
hospital bed without feeling in her feet to walking 
the St. Patrick Church’s campus in Carleton with a 
walker. 
 Her studies have made similarly remark-
able progress. Even through years of treatment, 
Elly has remained committed to her schoolwork, 
but cancer often left her feeling too sick or tired 
to consistently keep pace or maintain friendships 
with peers. To accompany her progress in walking, 
returning for in-person instruction as an eighth 
grader at Wagar Middle School for the 2021-22 
school year was another important step toward 
Elly’s graduation goal. 
 “I remember when I had a lot of 

treatments, I was really tired or sick or I didn’t 
feel up to (school work),” Elly explained. “Being in 
school, I can actually do the work, and I’m not sick 
anymore.” 
 A little more than four years remain 
until Elly reaches her senior year at Airport High 
School. In the meantime, the daughter of Joe and 
Mariya Wickenheiser of Carleton will continue to 
live in the moment, soaking up every opportunity 
to enjoy school, make new friends and astonish the 
community by meeting new milestones. 

MEDICAL JOURNEY 

 Elly has battled acute lymphoblastic leu-
kemia since her 8th birthday, April 27, 2016. The 
most common form of childhood cancer, it’s a blood 
and bone marrow disease that affects white blood 
cells. It occurs when a bone marrow cell develops 
errors in its DNA. 

 Upon diagnosis, Elly received immediate 
treatment, which included chemotherapy for more 
than two years, concluding in August 2018. 
 “Her cancer was more of a marathon 
than a sprint,” explained Mrs. Wickenheiser, as 
Elly’s treatment lasted more than two years. 
 She was cancer-free for about five 
months, before relapsing in February 2019. An 
unusual relapse, a painful mass determined to be 
cancerous was discovered in her spine after weeks 
of extreme lower-back pain and MRI testing. 
 Once doctors located the mass, Mrs. 
Wickenheiser said the family had two choices: 
emergency radiation or surgery. The Wickenhe-
isers chose radiation, knowing that surgery could 
lead to paralysis because of the cancer’s location in 
the lumbar region of the spine. But the risk still 
remained, and when Elly woke up from sedated 
radiation, she couldn’t feel her feet, Mrs. Wcken-
heiser recalled. She was diagnosed with paraplegia, 

Wagar student returns to school, makes remarkable progress in five years since leukemia diagnosis
CANCER DOESN'T HALT TEEN'S STRIDES

MORE INSIDE 

Kali Wickenheiser, Elly's sister, 
wins DAR scholarship — Page 3

More Wagar Middle School news 
— Page 12

More from The Monroe News 
— Page 18
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paralysis of the muscle function in the lower half 
of the body, including the legs. This hospital stay 
lasted more than six months. 
 “I was there so long that I forgot what 
the kitchen looked like,” Elly said. 
 Despite the many challenging memo-
ries associated with Elly’s relapse, a silver lining 
outshone even the toughest of moments. 
 Although diagnosed with paraplegia, 
Elly recognized that she still has feeling in her 
thighs. That means, with enough physical therapy, 
she can retrain her body to walk again. 
 Plus, now she’s in remission for the 
second time. 
 “After five years with cancer, Elly is 
used to the pokes and the medications,” Mrs. Wick-
enheiser said. “It’s just part of her routine.” 

RETURNING TO SCHOOL 

  Now in remission, the 2021-
22 academic year marked Elly’s return to in-person 
learning since fifth grade at St. Patrick School in 
Carleton. Although in eighth grade, it’s also Elly’s 
first year learning in-person at Wagar Middle 
School. 
 But the transition from St. Pat’s to 
Wagar was surprisingly seamless, thanks to an 
unexpected disruption: the COVD-19 pandemic. 
Although COVID-19 has been undoubtedly tragic 
for both the country and local communities, Mrs. 
Wickenheiser said it also aided the family in 
unique ways. When en route to various medical 
appointments, Elly could tune into virtual lessons 
from the car — and she wasn’t the only student 
learning in an alternative format. While waiting 
for the doctor, she could catch up on assignments. 
The Wickenheisers were no longer the only family 
wearing masks to public places. 
 “COVID made her ‘normal’,” Mrs. 

Wickenheiser explained. “It really normalized her 
experiences with the other kids. It let her do school 
from home, just like everyone else. She went to her 
appointments, she went to physical therapy… and 
she could do her work on the way.” 
 Perhaps even more significant, Wagar’s 
synchronous virtual learning option allowed Elly 
to make connections with peers that she was previ-
ously lacking. Instead of learning on her own, she 
made relationships with other students who were 
also on Google Meet, Zoom or another teleconfer-
encing tool. 
 When she returned to Wagar in person 
this year, she didn’t have to feel like the “new kid,” 
Mrs. Wickenheiser explained, because she’d previ-
ously connected with other students virtually. 
 “She got to see familiar faces,” she add-
ed. “She might not have had the same peer interac-
tions, but it really helped her make the transition.” 
 As an eighth grader, Elly is enrolled 
in typical core courses, like English language arts, 
math and science, along with enrichment classes 
like art and STEM (science, technology, engineer-
ing and math).  Currently, her favorites are social 
studies with Mr. Jeff Nowosielski, where she 
enjoys learning about history, and gym with Mr. 
Ryan Marino, where she makes a great hockey 
goalie. She’s also involved in extracurricular activ-
ities, like art club with Mrs. Amy Thompson and 
“iMatter Jr.,” a middle school version of the high 
school’s mental health awareness group.
 Moving forward, Elly will continue to 
juggle medical appointments, physical therapy, 
homework and simply being a teenager. She’s 
considering pathways for future careers in advocacy, 
possibly even as a spokesperson for childhood can-
cer. 
 “We’re talking to her about sharing her 
story,” Mrs. Wickenheiser said. “She’s learning so 
much about independence and speaking out.” 

Elyse Wickenheiser is an eighth grader at Wagar Middle School. The 2021-22 school year was Elly's first as an in-person 
student at Wagar after battling acute lymphoblastic leukemia since her eighth birthday. She attended St. Patrick School 
in Carleton through fifth grade. This story is reprinted from one by Caitlin Boron, Airport Community Schools Edu-
cational Technology/Communications Coordinator, published Nov. 28, 2021 in The Monroe News. The photos by Tom 
Hawley, Monroe News photographer, also are reprinted, with permission, from the same story. 
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From the classroom 
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KINDERGARTEN POW-WOW
Kindergarteners take part in annual cultural event at Eyler

 Tossing straw bundles into a bucket, 
Eyler Elementary School kindergartners laughed 
as the task got increasingly more challenging. 
  As the target moved farther from 
students, groups giggled as they took part in a 
traditional Native American children’s game — a 
stark contrast from the more modern electronic 
games many students are now familiar with. 
 “They didn’t play with Xboxes, Play-
Stations or tablets,” explained Michelle Knapp, 
an Eyler parent volunteer who was coordinating 
the game. “They didn’t have those things.” 
 Dressed in homemade “deer skin” 
clothing, kindergarteners caught a glimpse of 
Native American culture through games, crafts 
and other activities during Eyler Elementary 
School’s longtime tradition of the kindergarten 
pow wow. 
 From “fishing” for food to creating 
rainmakers and drums, Eyler Jets put their blos-
soming writing, art and problem-solving skills to 
work through more than five specialized stations, 
according to Mrs. Lanette Carmack, kindergar-
ten teacher who has since retired. 
 “My favorite thing is the fun and 
excitement on the kids’ faces to see them learn 
about children from another culture,” Carmack 
said. “After doing this, I hope it teaches them to 
be thankful for the things in their lives.” 
 The first pow wow since the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, the event was held 
in December and called on teachers and parent 
volunteers to supervise the crafts, activities and 
games. 
 The event is modeled from a true 
Native American pow wow, an event where 
indigenous cultures come together to dance, sing, 
socialize and honor their cultures.  
 “They are living life like the Native 
Americans did,” Carmack said. 
 Kindergarteners traveled through sta-
tions that provided a brief introduction to Native 

American culture and their role in the country’s 
first Thanksgiving between the Pilgrims and 
Wampanoag Indians in November 1621.
 The stations included practicing pat-
terning by making headbands, fishing for “food” 
with wooden fishing poles, playing traditional 
Native American games, creating rainmakers, 
decorating faux “deer skin” clothing and design-
ing beaded necklaces.
 Since many stations included craft-
ing items to wear, students doned increasing 
amounts of Native American culture as they 
moved throughout the event. 
 “It’s so cool that they’re able to do all 
of this and that we can come in and help them 
make the necklaces, hats and everything,” said 
Mrs. Knapp.

 Eyler Elementary School students helped 
design an area Christmas event. Students were asked 
to make a decoration that could promote holiday spirit 
during the Carleton Rotary Club's Christmas Event, "San-
ta Comes to Carleton," according to Mrs. Krissy Gilk-
erson, STEM teacher. The children used their Art and 
STEM skills to make wreaths, snow globes and Christmas 
trees using recycled materials. The projects were on dis-
play during the event at Ash Park. "The children had a 
great time using their engineering design skills and their 
imagination to help the community with this event," Mrs. 
Gilkerson said. [Photo by Ami Jorgensen]

HOLIDAY SPIRIT

WILDLIFE SAFARI

Nelson's Wildlife Safari visits Eyler

Classes help design area holiday event
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Niedermeier 
From the classroom 

Principal Angel Mensing
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 “If a student reads at 
home for 20 minutes a day, they will 
hear 1.8 million words per year.” 
 That was the motto 
of Niedermeier Elementary 
School's Language Committee 
in December, as the group chal-
lenged all students to read as 
much as they could throughout 
the month. 
 Called the Decem-
ber 2021 Reading Challenge, 
students participated from Dec. 
6 to Jan. 6.   
 "It was the goal of 
the Language Committee and 
all the teachers and staff to en-
courage reading over the holiday 
break," said Emily Mulka, 
Speech Language Pathologist 
for Niedermeier. "Each teacher 
encouraged and challenged their 
students to read as much as they 
could at home (and) log it." 
 The student in each 
classroom to read the most 

minutes earned a certificate and 
a prize, Mrs. Mulka added. 
 The following are 
the super star readers from 
each class who won this year's 
December Reading Challenge: 
 Logan Martyn-
iak (Kindergarten, Karrar); 
Bentley Siewert (Kindergarten, 
Mistry); Isabella Vassallo 
and Chloe Kazmierski (1st 
Grade, Rios); McKinley Todd 
(1st Grade, Gephart); Easton 
Romanowski (2nd Grade, 
Dunbar); Keegan McDonald 
(2nd Grade, Fiala); Jack Co-
bourne (3rd Grade, Mueller); 
Henry Clegg (3rd Grade, 
Antieau); and Victoria Larkin 
(4th Grade, Lambrix). 
 "All of the Nieder-
meier teachers and staff are very 
proud of the winners and all the 
students that participated," Mrs. 
Mulka said. "Keep reading and 
Go Jets!"

CHALLENGE ACCEPTED
Students log minutes read for building event

THANK YOU, NUTRITION 19

Above, Mrs. Jordan Pinardo, fourth grade teacher at Niedermeier Elementary School, poses with a 
tea from Nutrition Nineteen. The newly opened smoothie and juice bar provided free teas to Nieder-
meier staff members in January. Nutrition Nineteen is located at 5071 N. Dixie Hwy in Newport and 
offers healthy shakes and teas, among other beverages. It celebrated its grand opening in December. 

 Masks have 
been on the mind since the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but 
this Year's Daddy Daughter 
Dance calls on a new kind 
of facial covering. 
 Following a 
masquerade theme, the 
dance is from 6-8 p.m. 
March 11 in the Airport 
High School gymnasium. 
The doors open at 5:30 
p.m. It's the first Daddy 
Daughter Dance since the 
onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 The dance 
is open to daughters in 
grades Young 5s through 
6th grade who attend Air-
port Community Schools. 
All daughters must attend 
with an escort — dads, 
brothers, uncles, grandfa-
thers or other guardians 
all are welcome to attend. 
Admission is $25 per cou-

ple and includes a goodie 
bag, refreshments, door 
prizes and a professional 
4x6 photo from a photo 
booth. It's an extra $5 for 
every additional daughter 
or escort. 
 All tickets 
must be purchased online 
through MySchoolBucks 
by March 9, 2022. 
Registrations will not be 
accepted at the door. To 
purchase tickets, scan the 
QR code with your cell 
phone or click the link for 
MySchoolBucks located 
on the district website, 
airportschools.com. Tickets 
are available under the 
"School Store" option, 
listed as "Daddy Daughter 
Dance — Masquerade." 
 For more infor-
mation, contact the Wagar 
Middle School main office 
at 734-654-6205. 

MASK UP MASQUERADE 
Daddy Daughter Dance back for Young 5s through 6th 

IF YOU GO...

What: Daddy Daughter 
Dance

When: 6-8 p.m. March 
11, AHS gymnasium

Who: Young 5s through 
6th grade + escorts

How much: $25 per 
couple; extra $5 per 
additional daughter



Ritter 
From the classroom 

Principal Dawn Spears 
dspears@airportschools.com

734-379-5335

November
Playground Safety

Olivia Mulkey
Young 5s, Gibson

Gavin Forbes
K, Bodner 

Harper Moore
K, Gratz

Zak Reifsnider 
1st, LaBell 

Jayden Churchill
1st, Manwell 

Thomas Grubbe
2nd, Dyl 

Mariah Schillinger
2nd, Hatcher 

Luka Taylor
3rd, Hamilton 

Jackson Luszczynski
3rd Grade, Stasa 

Madison Ditner
4th, Hibbard 

Mabel Bentley
4th, Krolcyk-Dare

PBIS STUDENT OF 
THE MONTH

Olivia Gavin 

Harper Zak

Jayden Thomas 

Mariah Luka

Jackson Mabel Madison 

PBIS stands for Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports. Each 
month represents a different behavioral topic for students to practice, with 

November's focus being playground safety. The first week of November 
focused on offering help. Week 2 focused on inviting others to play on the 
playground. Week 3 revolved around making friends; and Week 4 included 

learning how to say no to a bad choice. Teachers select students who best ex-
emplify those skills, and the students earn a Hungry Howies gift certificate. 

Students from each classroom honored for 
gestures demonstrating playground safety

 Ritter Ele-
mentary School students 
participated in a national 
math contest after acheiv-
ing high rankings in the 
state competition. 
 Five class-
rooms participated in 
SumDog's USA National 
Math Contest from Nov. 
5-11. They competed 
alongside nearly 26,000 
students from 1,643 class-
rooms throughout the 
country. The following is 
a breakdown of results by 
classroom:

DYL 

 Students in 
Mrs. Carri Dyl's second 
grade class placed 186th 
out of 1,643 participating 
classrooms, claiming 
the first place slot at 
Ritter. Mrs. Dyl's student, 
Thomas Grubbe, fin-
ished all 1,000 SumDog 
math problems and 
answered 850 of them 
correctly. He placed 
776th out of 25,927 par-
ticipating students. 

KROLCZYK-DARE  

 Students in 
Mrs. Renee Kro-
lczyk-Dare's fourth grade 
class placed 208th, earn-
ing second place at Rit-
ter. Mrs. Krolczyk-Dare's 
student, Mirko Schacke 
finished 969 of 1,000 
math problems, asnswer-
ing 574 of them correctly. 
He placed 1,864th in the 
country. 

HAMILTON

 Students in 
Mrs. Teshia Hamilton's 
first grade class placed 
383rd, earning third 
place at Ritter. Mrs. 

Hamilton's student, Sam-
uel Corne, finished 808 
of 1,000 math problems, 
answering 755 of them 
correctly. He placed 
1,216th in the country. 

STASA

 Students in 
Mr. Paul Stasa's third 
grade class placed 532nd, 
earning fourth place 
at Ritter. Mr. Stasa's 
student, Bryn Evans, 
finished all 1,000 math 
problems and answered 
947 of them correcntly. 
She placed 207th in the 
country. 

ZIMMERMAN

 Students in 
Mrs. Rebecca Zimmer-
man's second grade class 
placed 912th, earning 
fifth place at Ritter. Mrs. 
Zimmerman's student, 
Alan Slimp, finished 
241 problems, answering 
206 of them correctly. 
He placed 6,507th in the 
country.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS
Students compete in SumDog math competition 

RITTER ENJOYS THE SNOW
Students enjoy playing in the snow during recess. For snowy days, students must wear snow 
boots, or they will be asked to stay on the sidewalk or blacktop area during recess. Students 
will stay inside if they do not have coats, hats or gloves. 
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Sterling 
From the classroom 

Principal Aaron Currier
acurrier@airportschools.com

734-654-6846

GONE TO THE DOGS
Sterling enjoys monthly visits with Monroe TDI therapy dogs 

 For animal lovers, few moments 
compare to winding down from a tough day with 
a furry friend. 
 Thanks to a pet-friendly learning and 
social-emotional health program, that feeling 
has been captured for elementary students from 
within Sterling Elementary School. Begin-
ning in 2020, but recently reintroduced after 
COVID-19-related restrictions, Sterling students 
have enjoyed petting, reading and playing with 
therapy dogs during visits from a local chapter of 
Therapy Dogs International.   
 The visits have not only generated 
many smiles, but have become a motivator for 
reading practice with a judgment-free compan-
ion, according to Mrs. Mandy Perdue, Sterling 
fourth grade teacher who helped coordinate the 
visits. 
 “I feel it is an extremely valuable 
experience for the students,” Mrs. Perdue said. 
“The students ask the handlers questions about 
the dogs' histories and also where else they visit.”   
 Therapy Dogs International (TDI) is 
a nonprofit volunteer organization dedicated to 
regulating, testing and registration of therapy 
dogs and their volunteer handlers for the pur-
pose of visiting schools, nursing homes, hospitals 
and other institutions. Chapter 307 of the inter-
national group is based in Monroe County and 
headed by Cheryl Wassus.  
 Typically, Wassus is joined by another 
handler from TDI on a biweekly basis, Mrs. Per-
due explained. The handlers rotate throughout 
the building, visiting each classroom about once 
per month throughout their biweekly visits.
  “Cheryl has been great to work with, 
very accommodating to our schedule, and the 
students absolutely love it,” Mrs. Perdue said. 
  The dogs join in on classroom centers 
or rotations, where the students often take turns 
reading out loud to the dogs and sneaking in 
snuggles.

  There’s “lots of hugs and fun visiting 
at Sterling Elementary,” TDI shared on Face-
book. “We heard some great stories as the kids 
read aloud to us.”
 Sterling began its journey learning 
alongside dogs during its 2019 “Read to Fido” 
summer reading event at Unity Park in Ash 
Township. The event was attended by TDI ther-
apy dogs and shelter dogs from Monroe County 
Animal Control and the Monroe Humane Soci-
ety. 
 “We had a great turnout,” said Mrs. 
McKenzie Swiontoniowski, event organizer 
and Sterling first grade teacher. As I was talking 
with Cheryl Wassus at the park, she was telling 
me how she (visits) many schools ... I asked if 
there was room in her schedule for her group to 
come to Sterling, (so) I set it up.”
 Other reading events hosted by 
Sterling teachers or Airport Community Schools 
have included “Read to Cows” at Calder’s Dairy 
Farm and “Scoops and Stories,” the district’s 
summer reading program.

CHEF CURRIER

In December, Sterling Elementary School staff enjoyed an om-
elette bar coordinated by Principal Aaron Currier. "He jumped 
in alongside our wonderful food service staff to prepare (the 
food)," explained Mrs. McKenzie Swiontoniowski, first grade 
teacher. "We are so lucky to have him." Pictured with "Chef" 
Currier is the district's Food Service Director Cyndi Maddigan. 

FIFTIES DAY

Students enjoy 50th day of school 
with 1950s-themed classroom parties



Wagar 
From the classroom 

Principal Craig Freestone
Assistant Principal Lindsay Samassa

734-654-6205
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VIRTUAL 
LEARNERS

 Mrs. Lynne Duncan, 
a mentor teacher for the Airport 
Center for Education's new 
virtual program at Wagar Middle 
School, aims to spotlight her 
students in Jet Gazette issues.
 Some Wagar ACE 
students take an online class as 
part of their daily school sched-
ule, while others learn from 
home and check in with mentors 
throughout the week. Chloe 
Lewis, a fifth grader, is enrolled 
in "career explorations," while 
Ayden March, a sixth grader, 
is taking "game design" through 
ACE. The following are their 
thoughts on the classes:  

CHLOE LEWIS 

 "I love my teach-
ers, Mrs. Duncan, and Mrs. 
(Samantha) Marino. They 
are very helpful," Chloe said. 
"(In the class,) I learned about 
a lot of different careers like 
transportation and logistics and 
manufacturing, and how some of 
these companies are going green. 
It is really helping me figure 
out what career I would like to 
do when I am older. I am good 
at art, designing 
and attention to 
detail, so a good 
career path for 
me would be 
interior design. 
I am learning a 
lot, and I can't wait for all of the 
fun, cool things that I am going 
to learn in career explorations 
next."

AYDEN MARCH 

 "In game design, 
I like learning how to design 
games, playing the games, and 
(I like to) work 
at my own pace 
in this class," 
Ayden explained. 
"I like that if I 
get behind I can 
work from home. 
I am hoping that I will be able 
to design my own game and have 
others play it."

 Students interest-
ed in writing were assigned 
one of the designated topics 
and were tasked with finding 
corresponding story ideas. 
 Perhaps the 
most challenging part of the 
process, Austin explained, 
included learning the differ-
ences between traditional es-
say writing and news writing. 
They also gained experience 
interviewing fellow students, 
staff members and adminis-
trators and learned how to 
incorporate their comments 
into stories. 
 “It’s a kind of 
writing we’ve never done 
before,” Austin said. 
 “You kind of have 
to express yourself and get 
right to the point,” Jocelyn 
added. 
 Students who 
were not interested in writing 
had the opportunity to get 
involved in other parts of the 
publication process. In ad-
dition to writers, there were 
teams for advertising, editing, 
distribution and layout and 
design. Those groups created 
fliers to advertise their news-
paper and even launched 
a survey to gage interest in 
reading about school news.
 The first issue 
was published Jan. 31 and 
featured stories about the 
creation of the student 
newspaper, tips for NWEA 
testing, recent sports results 
and upcoming school events. 
Each issue cost $0.25. They 
were sold during lunches. 
 “I feel like doing 
this at such a young age 
might help us in our ELA 
careers, or maybe we will 
want a job doing this one 
day,” Frankie said.

 A group of eighth 
grade students recently com-
bined their academic skill 
sets and desire for storytell-
ing to build community at 
Wagar Middle School. 
 For the first time 
in several years, Wagar Mid-
dle School students published 
a school newspaper Jan. 31, 
with a goal of connecting 
the middle school commu-
nity over shared interests 
in sports, academics and 
upcoming school events. 
 To kick-off Mrs. 
Kara Clark's Advanced 
English Language Arts (ELA) 
writing unit, eighth grader 
Frankie Rice — with input 
from classmates Jocelyn 
Kleman and Austin Schaff-
ner — dreamed up the idea 
to publish a student-centered 
publication as a way to 
improve classroom skills in 
reading, writing, designing 

and storytelling. 
 “I started thinking 
it would be so cool to have 
a school newspaper, and 
Jocelyn had a lot of great 
ideas, too,” Frankie said. “We 
started thinking about how 
this would affect our school 
and if it would make our 
school a better place.”
 The class began 
work on the inaugural 
edition of “What’s Up Wagar” 
in November, with the goal 

of publishing their first 
newspaper at the end of the 
first semester. 
 The initial step in 
the process, the students ex-
plained, included brainstorm-
ing types of content the class 
wished to include in the final 
product. Mirroring a real-life 
newspaper, the class settled 
on covering general news, 
sports, academics, NWEA 
testing, clubs and upcoming 
events. 

WHAT'S UP, WAGAR?
Wagar's Advanced ELA class creates school newspaper 

BOARD APPRECIATION
 Wagar Middle School 
eighth grader River Feaganes 
presented a candy surprise to 
the district's Board of Education 
members Jan. 27 for Board 
Appreciation Month. 
 It was River's second 
time presenting for Board 
appreciation, an event he enjoys 
because it honors the group's 

dedication to Airport Communi-
ty Schools. 
 In addition to River's 
presentation, Airport High 
School juniors Abbie Du-
Fore and Maddi Dickinson 
created a school safety video that 
explained the district's safety fea-
tures and thanked the Board for 
supporting safety in our schools.
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AHS 
From the classroom 

Principal Christopher Lukosavich
Assistant Principal Matthew Furtney

734-654-8730

SPREADING KINDNESS
Students form "Kindness Club" at AHS

 Did you notice 
any youthful bell-ringers in 
Monroe County this holiday 
season? 
 The volunteers 
might have belonged to 
Airport High School's newly 
established Kindness Club, 
formed by students in Octo-
ber, according to Mrs. Laura 
Stubbs, English teacher and 
club advisor. 
 So far, the club 
— headed by seniors Ashlyn 
Bondy and Jason Hime-
bauch — has pulled off 
multiple seasonal activities to 
spread positivitity throughout 
the AHS hallways and around 
the greater community. 
 The group "coor-
dinated the first meeting and 
brainstormed ideas of ways to 
make the world a more posi-

tive place," Mrs. Stubbs said.
 In November, 
the group designed colorful 
turkeys, decorated with the 
names of every AHS student, 
to hang throughout the 
school's hallways. 
 In December, the 
group volunteered to ring 
bells for the Salvation Army 
of Monroe. Student volunteers 
rang bells at both Big Lots 
and Hobby Lobby in Monroe.
 "Our ringers 
brought their smiles, laughter 
and good cheer and managed 
to make the holidays a little 
brighter for both shoppers 
and the people of Monroe 
County," Mrs. Stubbs said. 
 The group was ex-
pected to keep its momentum 
as students returned to school 
after holiday break. 

HONORING AREA VETERANS 
Students participate in annual Veterans Day assembly Nov. 11

MENTAL HEALTH SUMMIT

Members of the Airport High School Student Prevention Leadership Team and iMatter, a mental health 
awareness group, attended the Youth Mental Health Conference at Monroe County Community College in 
December. It was sponsored by the Monroe County Substance Abuse Coalition and Monroe County ISD.

STATE COMPETITOR 
 An Airport High 
School senior applied her 
knowledge of physical therapy 
to qualify for a state Health 
Occupations competition.  
 Following a region-
al competition, Mackenzie 
Lambrix, part of Airport 
High School's 
Health Occu-
pations course 
and Health 
Occupations 
Students 
of America 
(HOSA) group, was invited to 
compete in a state-level event 
in February in Traverse City. 

 "To qualifiy, I 
worked on my skill for about 
two months," Mackenzie 
explained. "I had to perform 
my skill and video tape it. In 
the video, I had to apply my 
skill by putting on and taking 
off protective equipment." 
 After creating 
and submitting the video, 
Mackenzie took a 52-question 
test which assessed her health 
occupations knowledge. 
 The scores of her 
skills video and skills test 
were combined into one score, 
which qualified for the state 
competition. 



Library News 
From the district librarian

Lisa Brakel 
District School Librarian

lbrakel@airportschools.com

SEMPER PARATUS: ALWAYS READY
History, coast guard bring unexpected pair together

 Semper Paratus: always ready.
 Those two Latin words, inked 
inside of a Carleton man's copy of a Monroe 
County history book, unexpectedly linked 
a recent Airport High School graduate and 
Rotary member.
 Pat Kehoe, Carleton Rota-
ry member and local resident, recently 
requested a copy of 2021 Airport High 
School graduate MacKenzie Bucki's 
self-published book, “The History of Mon-
roe County Michigan," according to Lisa 
Brakel, district librarian. 
 While working to obtain a copy, 
Mrs. Brakel said she learned both Kehoe 
and Bucki were Coast Guard members.
 "Now armed with this informa-
tion, I thought that the two should meet," 
Mrs. Brakel said, organizing the meeting 
for late December at Airport High School. 

 "MacKenzie came to bring Pat's 
book and to sign it. They spent about 30 
minutes together sharing stories of their 
Coast Guard experiences," Mrs. Brakel 
said. "Mr. Kehoe asked Mackenzie to sign 
the book with the Coast Guard motto; 
Semper Paratus: always ready."
 Kehoe's wife, Mary, and their 
son, Mark, and daughter, Suzanne, also 
joined in the meeting.
 "For a brief moment, we all 
knew that we had indeed touched the 
future in so many ways," Brakel revealed. 

JOIN UPWARD BOUND

 Did you know that 
Airport High School offers a 
program combining academic 
support with free extracurricular 
opportunities?  
 Upward Bound, a 
college preparation program, 
provides free after-school tutor-
ing and field trip opportunities 
for participating high school stu-
dents, according to Mr. Charles 
Friedline, program coordinator. 
 "So far this year, we 
have gone to a U of M football 
game, the River Raisin Dance 
Academy’s performance of 'The 
Nutcracker' and 'The Lights 
Before Christmas' at the Toledo 
Zoo," Mr. Friedline said. "Soon, 
we hope to catch a Detroit Red 
Wings hockey game."
 Upward Bound ac-

cepts applications from students 
in ninth through tenth grades 
year-round. 
 For more information 
about Upward Bound and its 
offerings, contact Mr. Friedline 
at cfriedline@airportschools.com.

ANGELS 
Continued from Page 1

...personalized gifts for community 
members in need of extra support. 
 “Everything in there, you 
can just tell it was really thought out,” 
explained Mr. Wagasy of Monroe. 
“I think it’s a great thing for (the 
students) to do, and I just want them 
to know that we really appreciate it.”  
 Students delivered the 
“Blessing Bags” Dec. 2 to the Cancer 
Center in Monroe, and although they 
were unable to visit with the patients 
face-to-face due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, ProMedica staff said ex-
citement was palpable from both the 
gift-givers and recipients. 
 Becky Gorney, office co-
ordinator for the Cancer Center, said 

patients look forward to the annual 
Interact Club project and feel blessed 
by the students’ gestures. 
 “I cannot express enough 
the gratitude and joy on the faces of 
these patients when they talk to me 
about the bags, and I love seeing the 
faces of the kids when they bring the 
bags to the center,” Gorney said. “It is 
a blessing for our staff to see the joy 
and excitement they feel about giving 
the gifts.” 
 Special nylon “Blessing 
Bags” were filled with a throw blan-
ket, socks, mug, tea, candy, activity 
books, pens, hand sanitizer, masks 
and Mary Kay hand lotion donated by 
Brenda Porath. 
 Students also partnered 
with the Carleton Rotary Club, which 
donated $25 Meijer gift cards to be 

added to the bags. To accompany the 
comfort items, students also wrote 
personalized notes to be included with 
each patient’s bag. 
 “Doing the Blessing Bags 
at Airport has always been one of my 
favorite projects of Interact Club,” said 
junior Emmalin Whitwam. 
 “It feels really nice to 
give back to those who have already 
had to sacrifice so much. You don't 
really know how much of an impact it 
makes until you do it.” 
 There are 75 members of 
the high school’s Interact Club, and 
most participated in the “Blessing 
Bags” project. Thirty of those students 
personally donated items. 
 Along with donating, par-
ticipants also helped with packaging 
and delivery. 

 “I participated in this 
project because I enjoy helping people 
and I like to know that I am making 
a difference in my community,” said 
freshman Matteo Schivelbein. “I 
have participated in a few different 
service projects and the good feeling 
of giving back never wears out.”

Still time to join college readiness program
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From the district athletic director 

Matt Beaudry 
Athletic Director/Truancy Officer 

mbeaudry@airportschools.com

15

2021 inductees honored
HALL OF FAME
 Six Jets representing years of 
athletic excellence and support spanning 
from 1956 to 2005 recently were recog-
nized for their accomplishments. 
 Jan Bondy (1963), Janet 
Duffy (1956), Al Jagutis (Coach from 
1975-1992), Erica (Adrian) McGaha 
(2005), Jeff Ritter (2004) and the 1962 
Basketball Team were inducted into the 
2021 Airport High School Hall of Fame 
and honored during halftime of the 
home Varsity Basketball game Jan. 13.
 The inductees also were 
honored alongside 2020’s recipients 
during the district’s annual Hall of Fame 
banquet held Jan. 15 at Grafton Hall. 
 The following details each of 
the inductees' athletic successes: 
 Jan Bondy: Jan of Carleton 
joined the Airport Athletic Boosters in 
1977. She spent 11 years as a Booster, 
holding various leadership positions. 
She's perhaps most remembered for her 
position as chairperson of the "famous 
apple pie sales." 
 Janet Duffy: The late Janet 
was involved in the Airport Athletic 
Boosters from the early 1970's through 
the mid-to-late 1980's. Janet was in-
strumental in the development of the 
still-popular Airport 150 Club, along 
with the beloved apple pie sales. 
 Al Jagutis: Al of Niles, Ill., 
coached Airport basketball from 1975-
1982, with a career win/loss record of 
82-62. In 1978, Al was named Associated 
Press Class B Coach of the Year, an all-
state designation. He also led his teams 
to two Huron league champtionship 
titles in 1978 and 1981. 
 Erica (Adrian) McGaha: 
Erica of Carleton earned nine varsity 
letters from her participation in basket-
ball, volleyball and softball. She received 
numerous 1st team all Huron league 
honors and was a member of three 
league, three district and two regional 
championship volleyball teams. 
 Jeff Ritter: Jeff of Texarka-
na, Ark., lettered in football, baseball 
and basketball. Over Jeff’s three football 
seasons, the team was 27-6, earned two 
Huron League Championships and cap-
tured the schools first district champion-
ship title.
 1962 Basketball Team: The 
team made history during its 1961-62 
season by earning its first Huron league 
title, a Class B District Crown and 22 
team and individual records. The team 
averaged 77.1 points per game, prior to 
the introduction of the 3-point line.
  

 From impressive victories to 
being named athletes of the year in their 
respective sports, the following Airport 
High School students or teams have 
received honors following their recent 
athletic seasons or have signed to contin-
ue their sport in college: 

 Airport Cheerleading Pro-
gram: The Airport High School Com-
petitive Cheerleading Team was named 
Huron League Champions following the 
league championship Feb. 8 at Grosse 
Ile. It was the first league title in 18 
years. 
 Courtney Bouvair: Fresh-
man Courtney Bovair won the Division 
2, Regional 18 Cross Country Race, 
which qualified her for the 2021 Cross 
Country State Finals.
 Adam Goins: Senior Adam 
Goins, reciever, earned 2021 all-region 
offensive honors Dec. 23 by The Monroe 
News. This season, Adam scored 13 
touchdowns, including three on kickoff 
returns and caught 20 passes for 467 
yards.  
 Alex Freeman: Senior Alex 
Freeman was named the 2021 Huron 
League Boys Bowler of the Year in 
December. 
 Nik Hammond: Senior Nik 
Hammond, running back, earned 2021 
all-region offensive honors Dec. 23 by 
The Monroe News. This season, Nik ran 
994 yards and scored 16 touchdowns, 
averaging 9.4 yards per carry.  
 Julia Mills: Senior Julia 
Mills was named Monroe County 
Region Volleyball Player of the Year in 
January by The Monroe News. Playing 
nearly every position on the court, Julia 
finished the 2021 season by notching 443 
kills with a .351 hitting percentage, along 
with 457 digs, 142 assists and over 97% 
with 34 aces. 
 Cooper Nye: Sophomore 
Cooper Nye, quarterback, earned 2021 
all-region offensive honors Dec. 23 by 
The Monroe News. This season, Cooper 
threw for a school record 1,292 yards, 
scored 16 touchdowns and had 55% 
passing completions. 
 Kyla Peterson: Senior Kyla 
Peterson was named the 2021 Huron 
League Girls Bowler of the Year in De-
cember. The Varsity Girls Bowling Team 
also was named Huron Holiday Classic 
Champions. 
 Natalie Steel: Senior Natalie 
Steel in December signed with Cleary 
University, Howell, to play soccer.

Great Lakes Aggregate donated a new team tent to the Airport Run Club and 
Wagar Middle School Cross Country teams. The 10x20 tent is printed with "Air-
port Run Club" on one side and "Airport Cross Country" on the other. "There are 
over 120 kids between the two programs who are benefiting from this generous 
gift," said Chrissy Ortega, Run Club coach and district parent. "Thank you again, 
Great Lakes Aggregate for your support to the Airport community!" 

THANK YOU, DONORS

SPORTS NOTES
Jets make athletic headlines

YOUTH CROSS COUNTRY 
Sterling Elementary School fourth-grader Grady Marino recently competed in a 
national cross country competition. Grady participated in the 10-year-old division 
of the Cross Country Coaches Youth National Championship event Nov. 20 in 
Paris, Ky. The event was attended locally by the Monroe Millers and Flat Rock/
Simpson Rams youth cross country teams. He placed 40th in his age group. 
Grady is the son of Mr. Ryan Marino, Wagar Middle School physical education 
and health teacher, and  Mrs. Samantha Marino, Airport Center for Education 
virtual teacher.  

BOXING 
CHAMP

 As of December, 
Wagar Middle School sixth 
grader Ivan Hammock was 
3-0 in his boxing career. 
 Ivan is the 2021 
Silver Gloves Champion for the 
125-pound Division in the State 
of Michigan, according to his 
father, Ivan Hammock. 
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Event Spotlight 
From the communications department

Caitlin Boron
cboron@airportschools.com

734-654-4039

1944. He was discharged from the 
war in October 1945, and their eldest 
daughter was born shortly after. The 
couple shared four children, the 
late Suzanne Hood, Jerry (Joyce) 
VanBuskirk, Jeffrey (Traude) 
VanBuskirk and Sandra (Robert) 
LaFaut. Hood died Sept. 17, 2017. 
 “She was strict, but fair,” 
Sandra recalled. “I always felt loved 
and paid attention to. I thought we 
had a well-balanced family.” 
 Once Sandra began kin-
dergarten in 1956, Mrs. VanBuskirk 
accepted a teaching position with 
Airport Community Schools. She 
spent most of her career teaching 
kindergarten and first grade at Eyler 
Elementary School. Mrs. VanBuskirk 
recalls incorporating nature into 
many of her lessons, from practicing 
counting using insects to studying 
plants for science. She remembers 
playing her family piano at Eyler 
while the class would sing songs 
together. 
 “I was pretty strict about 
their writing,” Mrs. VanBuskirk 
recalled. “I would take every child up 
to the board, draw lines, and make 
them practice their writing on the 
board in front of the class.” 
 While teaching, she at-
tended night classes at Eastern Mich-
igan University, Ypsilanti, where 
she earned a master’s degree in early 
childhood education. She ended her 
teaching career at Niedermeier Ele-
mentary School, where she retired in 
1980. In retirement, Mrs. Vanbuskirk 
spent much of her time dedicated to 
travel. She and her husband enjoyed 
more than 40 trips together, includ-
ing ones to Brazil, Europe, Ecuador, 
Africa, Costa Rica, Papua New 
Guinea and others. They also enjoyed 
many cross-country camping trips 
with their children, many of which 
included rock hunting. 
 Mrs. VanBuskirk is 
also passionate about gardening, 
birdwatching, quilting and Bible 
study. She is a member of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in New Boston 
and has donated many of her quilts 
to Lutheran World Relief, a disaster 
relief organization. Although she’s 
no longer able to attend church 
service in person, a fellow congrega-
tion member, Ruth Kuderik, often 
visits her home for both worship and 
friendship. 
 “She just overwhelms me,” 
Kuderik expressed. “She surprises 
me so much with different things, 
especially her memory.” 

 “At BGSU, I met Leila 
VanBuskirk who was in most of the 
same classes. We became best friends, 
and she invited me to her home sev-
eral times during those three years,” 
Mrs. VanBuskirk explained. “I met 
her brother, Donald, and Cupid shot 
an arrow straight into my heart.” 
 Shortly after meeting, 
the late Donald VanBuskirk (died 
March 4, 2004) was drafted and 
sent to the Aleutian Islands, part of 
Alaska and then-used for a military 
campaign during World War II. Mrs. 
VanBuskirk said the two kept in 
touch through letters over the years. 
When he returned on furlough, 
the couple was married on Nov. 22, 

— teaching, parenting, traveling, 
quilting and nature — was the secret 
to maintaining her youth while living 
a long life. 
 “The funny thing is, when 
I taught kindergarten, I once asked 
the kids how old they thought I was,” 
Mrs. VanBuskirk explained. “Most 
said small numbers, but one said 100 
back when I was 30 or 40, and I nev-
er thought I would ... live that long.” 
 Mrs. VanBuskirk grew up 
on an 80-acre farm in Ohio, attend-
ing a one-room schoolhouse through 
eighth grade, followed by Clay High 
School in Oregon, Ohio. After high 
school, she enrolled at Bowling 
Green State University for teaching.

 When a longtime Carleton 
resident enrolled in college nearly 80 
years ago, she knew she wanted to be 
a teacher. 
 But she was unfamiliar 
with the then-newly established “el-
ementary” and “secondary” collegiate 
career pathways. Too embarrassed 
to admit her confusion, Mrs. Doris 
(Wilhelm) VanBuskirk recalled 
blindly choosing the elementary 
option. 
 “I think that was God’s 
hands,” VanBuskirk recently revealed 
from her home off N. Stoney Creek 
Rd. Later becoming an Airport Com-
munity Schools educator, she fell in 
love with teaching some of the area’s 
youngest learners. 
 Although that decision 
took place more than 50 years ago, 
Mrs. VanBuskirk still remembers 
the moment detail for detail. In fact, 
her memory hasn’t seemed to waver 
even after a century of life. Born Nov. 
11, 1921, Mrs. VanBuskirk turns 100 
years old today. To mark the mile-
stone, kindergarten and first grade 
classrooms from Eyler, Niedermier, 
Ritter and Sterling created birth-
day cards to celebrate alongside the 
retired elementary school teacher.
 Although Mrs. VanBu-
skirk said she never expected to 
become a centenarian, perhaps a 
life spent dedicated to her passions 

Doris VanBuskirk, retired Airport teacher, turned 100 in November 

A CENTURY OF LESSONS

This story is reprinted from one by Caitlin Boron, Educational Technology/Communications Coordinator, published Nov. 11, 2021 in 
The Monroe News. The photos by Tom Hawley, Monroe News photographer, also are reprinted, with permission, from the same story.
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Upcoming Events 
From the district calendar 

Caitlin Boron
cboron@airportschools.com

734-654-4039

15 Good Friday
No school today. Happy 
Easter!

04 Spring Break
Students and staff return 
April 11. 

April

21 WMS Book Fair
The spring book fair 
runs through March 25.

04 Half Day
Half Day for students.

03 Focused Conferences 
Elementary: 4-6:30 p.m.
Secondary: 3-5:30 p.m.

March

150 CLUB 
WINNERS

01 End of Marking Period
End of marking period 3: 
9 weeks, 44 days.

 An Airport High School 
graduate has been responsible for 
keeping Michigan communities safe by 
notifying them of crucial information 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 Kelsey (Tallerico) O'Neil, 
a member of the Top 10 of the AHS 
Class of 2009, is a Web & Mobile 
Digital Specialist for the Henry 
Ford Health System 
(HFHS), a leading 
health care medical 
services provider in 
the southwest Detroit 
region.
 "During 
the pandemic, Kelsey was in charge 
of keeping HFHS’s website up to date 
with critical and crucial information 
to keep patients and the general public 
informed," explained Madison Taller-
ico (Class of 2014), Kelsey's sister.
 In addition, Kelsey has been 
chosen to present at numerous national 
conferences, held in cities such as San 
Antonio, Texas, and Phoenix, Ariz., 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Airport graduate perseveres in career amid 
pandemic, unexpected passing of parents 

Madison added. 
 Kelsey has been serving in 
her current role since 2018, when she 
was promoted from her position as 
HFHS's Web Service Associate. That 
role included focusing on the compa-
ny's intranet, along with building and 
editing webpages. 
 She's been with the com-
pany since her time as a University 
of Michigan-Dearborn student, where 
she received an internship in HFHS's 
Web Services Department, Madison 
explained. She gained experience 
updating the HenryFord.com external 
website and the HENRY intranet. 
She created and managed physician 
profiles, wrote company blog posts and 
uploaded and edited physician videos 
on Henry Ford's YouTube channel. 
 She graduated with High 
Distinction with a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Communications and Public Rela-
tions. 
 Even throughout numerous 
personal challenges, Madison said her 

Our Jets are going places...

Do you know an alumnus 
doing great work?

Send the information to 
cboron@airportschools.com 

to be spotlighted in a future issue.

sister has continued to find success in 
her professional career. 
 Kelsey and Madison's moth-
er, Lori Tallerico passed away March 
16, 2020. Their father, Benjamin Tal-
lerico, passed away March 23, 2021. 
Both passed after battles with illness. 
 Since their deaths, Kelsey 
and Madison have both been dedicated 
to raising awareness and funds for can-
cer research, screening and treatment, 
including volunteering with the MIU 
Men's Health Foundation and her fa-
ther's Benjamin J. Tallerico PSA Fund.
 "My sister has done so many 
great things since she left the halls of 
Airport High," Madison said. "After 
the passing of both of our parents, my 
sister has continued to persevere and 
succeed in her life. She has done so 
much in the 12 years since she graduat-
ed, and I know there is so much more 
in store for her!" 

December winners

$250 — Steve Steel

$25 — Ed Rybski

$25 — Doug Battles 

$25 — Michael Binitez

$25 — Beverly Kuderik

January winners

$25 — Ed Rybski 

$25 — Karen Baker

$25 — Geirmans

$25 — Marc Brancheau

$25 —  Doug Battles

 The following are up-
coming events offered by Airport 
High School:
 Exchange Club 
Youth of the Month: Airport 
High School seniors Jason 
Himebauch and Kali Wick-
enheiser will be recognized as 
the January/February Youth of 
the Month recipients during 
luncheons throughout February. 
 8th Grade Parent 
Meeting: 6 p.m. Feb. 24 in the 
Airport High School cafeteria.
 Skilled Trades 
Career Fair: March 8 at 
Woodhaven High School, 24787 
Van Horn Rd., Brownstown 
Township.
 Concessions Stand: 
Throughout basketball season, 
contact Leah Osborne at lkos-
borne@charter.net, to volunteer 
in the concession stand for the 
Athletic Boosters. 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS



Caption Contest... 

You could win this! 
The rules...

— Email your caption by 
4 p.m. April 1.

 — Email must contain your name, age, 
city and relationship to 

Airport Schools. 
 — Participant must allow caption and 
above information to be printed in next 

Gazette and district social media.
 — Caption must be family friendly. 

 — Most importantly... Have fun!

What do you think is going 
on in this photo? 

Send your best caption
 to Caitlin Boron, 
communications 
coordinator, at 

cboron@airportschools.com.

Here's a hint:
 

This Sterling Elementary 
School student is enjoying 
painting a picture during 

class time.

See the rules (center) 
before submission. 

...or a similar design in stock

Non-profit
Presorted
Standard
U.S. Postage PAID 
Carleton, Michigan
Permit No. 12

Postal Customer

"Looking forward to a GREAT YEAR as the 
Airport Jets slide into 2022." —Chloe Lewis, 10,

Wagar Middle School fifth grader

Last edition's winner


